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§574.4

the Standards), are used as defined
therein.

(c)(1) Independent means, with re-
spect to a tire distributor or dealer,
one whose business is not owned or
controlled by a tire manufacturer or
brand name owner.

(2) Mileage contract purchaser means a
person who purchases or leases tire use
on a mileage basis.

(38) New tire brand name owner means a
person, other than a new tire manufac-
turer, who owns or has the right to
control the brand name of a new tire or
a person who licenses another to pur-
chase new tires from a new tire manu-
facturer bearing the licensor’s brand
name.

(4) Retreaded tire brand mame owner
means a person, other than a retreader,
who owns or has the right to control
the brand name of a retreaded tire or a
person who licenses another to pur-
chase retreaded tires from a retreader
bearing the licensor’s brand name.

(5) Tire purchaser means a person who
buys or leases a new tire, or who buys
or leases for 60 days or more a motor
vehicle containing a new tire for pur-
poses other than resale.

(Authority: Secs. 103, 108, 112, 119, 201, Pub.
L. 89-563, 80 Stat. 718 (15 U.S.C. 1392, 1397,
1401, 1407, 1421); secs. 102, 103, 104, Pub. L. 93-
492, 88 Stat. 1470 (15 U.S.C. 1411-1420); 92 Stat.
2689 (15 U.S.C. 1418); delegation of authority
at 49 CFR 1.51)

[36 FR 1197, Jan. 26, 1971, as amended at 44
FR 7964, Feb. 8, 1979; 49 FR 38612, Oct. 1, 1984;
61 FR 29495, June 11, 1996]

§574.4 Applicability.

This part applies to manufacturers,
brand name owners, retreaders, dis-
tributors, and dealers of new and
retreaded tires, and new non-pneu-
matic tires and non-pneumatic tire as-
semblies for use on motor vehicles
manufactured after 1948 and to manu-
facturers and dealers of motor vehicles
manufactured after 1948. However, it
does not apply to persons who retread
tires solely for their own use.

[36 FR 5422, Mar. 23, 1971, as amended at 55

FR 29596, July 20, 1990]

§574.5 Tire
ments.

Each tire manufacturer shall con-
spicuously label on one sidewall of

identification require-

49 CFR Ch. V (10-1-11 Edition)

each tire it manufactures, except tires
manufactured exclusively for mileage-
contract purchasers, or non-pneumatic
tires or non-pneumatic tire assemblies,
by permanently molding into or onto
the sidewall, in the manner and loca-
tion specified in Figure 1, a tire identi-
fication number containing the infor-
mation set forth in paragraphs (a)
through (d) of this section. However, at
the option of the manufacturer, the in-
formation contained in paragraph (d) of
this section may, instead of being per-
manently molded, be laser etched into
or onto the sidewall in the location
specified in Figure 1, during the manu-
facturing process of the tire and not
later than 24 hours after the tire is re-
moved from the mold. Each tire re-
treader, except tire retreaders who re-
tread tires solely for their own use,
shall conspicuously label one sidewall
of each tire it retreads by permanently
molding or branding into or onto the
sidewall, in the manner and location
specified in Figure 2, a tire identifica-
tion number containing the informa-
tion set forth in paragraphs (a) through
(d) of this section. However, at the op-
tion of the retreader, the information
set forth in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion may, instead of being permanently
molded or branded, be laser etched into
or onto the sidewall in the location
specified in Figure 2, during the re-
treading of the tire and not later than
24 hours after the application of the
new tread. In addition, the DOT symbol
required by Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards shall be located as
shown in Figures 1 and 2. The DOT
symbol shall not appear on tires to
which no Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard is applicable, except that the
DOT symbol on tires for use on motor
vehicles other than passenger cars
may, prior to retreading, be removed
from the sidewall or allowed to remain
on the sidewall, at the retreader’s op-
tion. The symbols to be used in the tire
identification number for tire manu-
facturers and retreaders are: ‘““‘A, B, C,
D.E,F,H J, K, L, M\,N,P,R, T, U, V,
W, X,Y,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 0. Tires
manufactured or retreaded exclusively
for mileage-contract purchasers are
not required to contain a tire identi-
fication number if the tire contains the
phrase ‘‘for mileage contract use only”’
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